
Safe overtaking and being overtaken safely
	The Law:

	1
	Death by Dangerous Driving can result in;
· 14 Years in prison
· Unlimited fine

· Driving ban of at least 2 years

	2
	Dangerous Driving can result in;

· 5 Years in prison
· Unlimited fine

· Driving ban of at least 1 year

	3
	Dangerous Driving can result in;

· £2,500 fine

· 3 - 9 Penalty Points


	Reasons For Overtaking:

	1
	To pass a stationary vehicle

	2
	To pass another road user moving extremely slowly

	3
	To pass another road user moving more slowly

	The first two usually make overtaking unavoidable but on a single carriageway the third should be avoided. Drivers should relax and keep a safe distance from the vehicle in front. Overtaking in these circumstances is unlikely to make much difference in journey time. IT IS NOT WORTH RISKING YOUR LIFE AND OTHERS TO ARRIVE A FEW MINUTES SOONER.


	Before Overtaking look out for and consider:

	1
	Road signs - Do not overtake if the road is about to narrow, you are approaching a junction or any other hazard warning. Be aware of the speed limit as well and the speed needed to overtake.

	2
	Road markings - Solid white lines in the middle of the road or the gaps in a broken white line becoming shorter means no overtaking.

	3
	Road layout - Look out for bends or blind summits.

	4
	Approaching vehicles - Be 100% certain that there is enough clear road between you to allow overtaking.

	5
	Safe return gap - Make sure there is enough room for you to safely return to the left hand side after overtaking.


	6
	Speed of vehicle in front - It must be travelling slowly enough for you to overtake without breaking the speed limit.

	7
	Speed & position of vehicle behind - Double check your blind spot and check to see if they are increasing their speed or indicating.

	8
	Road conditions - Do not overtake in fog or heavy rain and consider any signs of ice on the road.

	9
	IF YOU HAVE ANY DOUBT ABOUT BEING ABLE TO OVERTAKE SAFELY THEN DON'T DO IT.


	During Overtaking: After making certain that it is safe to overtake carry out the following steps:

	1
	General;
· Move up to the vehicle in overtaking position - Do not get too close and the longer the vehicle the further back you should be to allow you to see the road ahead.
· Adjust speed to the vehicle in front

· Use mirrors, signal, check blind spot again and start to move out

· Move out, and check ahead again - If it isn't safe then return back behind the vehicle
· Accelerate past the vehicle - Make sure you are not breaking the speed limit and pass slowly and allow plenty of room if you are overtaking a cyclist or horse rider.
· When you are past,  check your nearside mirror and move back into the left hand lane - You should not have to brake sharply as you pull in front of the vehicle just passed.

	2
	On Motorways/Dual Carriageways;

· Never overtake on the inside - Unless all lanes are moving in queues and the inside lane is moving faster.
· Never use the hard shoulder to overtake - Unless directed to do so by police or road works
· Indicate when moving back left after overtaking - Look out for other vehicles indicating to move into the same lane.
· Do not cut in too soon - cancel the indicator when the manoeuvre is finished

	3
	Parked Vehicles; 
· As well as the General advice above you should also be aware of:
· Road Junctions - Look out for cars pulling out into the lane you are using to overtake.
· Pedestrians - Look out for any emerging from between parked vehicles.

	4
	Large Vehicles;

· Visibility - Larger vehicles restrict the view of the road ahead. Hanging back before overtaking allows a better view.
· Speed Variations - Larger vehicles may crawl uphill but pick up speed going downhill.
· Side Winds - Overtaking a large vehicle might shelter you from these until you get past.
· Left Hand Drive Trucks - Foreign left hand trucks have a blind spot on their right handside and particular care is needed to make sure they are not about to pull out as you overtake.
· Spray - In poor road conditions overtaking large vehicles can reduce visibility drastically.


	Being Overtaken

	1
	Maintain a steady course and if necessary slow down to allow overtaking. Never accelerate.

	2
	Drop back to keep a 2 second gap if somebody pulls into the gap in front of you.

	3
	Do not hold up a queue of traffic. Pull in where it is safe and allow faster vehicles to overtake if necessary.

	4
	Check mirrors frequently.


